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A WORD FROM PASTOR GARY
Shopping really isn’t my thing.
Maybe it really isn’t your thing either,
meaning one of the aspects that can
make December challenging is
shopping for gifts.
Why do we do it? Why do we
brave mall parking lots and long
checkout lines? Or if we’re doing the
bulk of our holiday shopping online
these days, why do we search
Amazon wish lists and try valiantly to
remember what we gave for
Christmas last year? Why put that
kind of effort into it?
I want to believe it’s because
we love the people we’ll be gifting.
Sure, other motives may also be in
play; maybe we feel a gift is owed or
expected. But the best explanation

for why we expend such effort
thinking up a gift the person will like
is we want him or her to know we
care.
For the same reason, we
appreciate it when others give us
thoughtful gifts, whether they be gift
of things we really need (which gets
increasingly fewer as we age), or
gifts that somehow fit us or our
personalities or interests. And it’s
why others get after us to give them
some kind of idea of what we’d like.
They’re putting the same effort into
finding something for us that we put
into finding something for them.
Again, take away all the
marketing and the cultural
expectations, and there’s still
something left, and that something
Sunday School/Bible Class
is love. We try to give meaningful
gifts to each other in order to
8:30 AM
express our love. We hope they will
Worship Service
cause delight for the people we love.
9:30 AM
God also gives gifts.
Fellowship Following Service
Generally, His are better than
To place a prayer request on the prayer chain, sweaters, slippers, or kitchen
gadgets, but He gives because He
or to be added to the chain, contact
loves us. His gifts are always what
Marguerite Medina at :
we need, even when we didn’t know
peggiedee2@gmail.com
we needed anything. And His gifts
Prayer for those with specific concerns is
bring us delight.
available after service. Please come forward
to let us pray with you.

It’s been said often our
custom of giving gifts at
Christmas is rooted in God’s
having first given to us the gift of
His Son. Whether that’s exactly
true or not historically is unimportant (the Romans apparently
exchanged gifts during this
season long before Christ’s
birth), what is important is God’s
love. God’s love comes before
all other loves. What’s more, His
love is the original, of which our
human loves are crude and
weak copies.
The same is true for
God’s gifts and His on-going
giving. Even if some historical
roots for our seasonal gift-giving
go back earlier than Christ’s
birth, that human beings want to
give gifts as well as receive
them goes back to God. The
Giver wants to express love and
bring delight. Knowingly, or
unknowingly, we’re just trying to
copy Him. Blessings as you
prepare for Christmas.

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, CARL GIESLER
Advent is well summed up by
John 3:16. We are blessed with
God’s love, as Jesus said “I am
the way, the truth and the life.”
May the Holy Spirit bless us with
memory of Jesus’ teachings this
Advent season. So the time of
preparation is here.
We also have a voter’s meeting
that has now been changed
from the 3rd to the 10th of
December due to a number of
uncertainties in our budget.
Our income is up, but it would
be up even more if we can lease
classroom 4. There are
currently 3 tenuous leads.
Our LCEF loan must be
refinanced in February, when
another voter’s meeting will be
needed. We have budgeted for
a 30 year loan, but rates will not

be firm until January.
We received $134,000 from
Redeemer. The Council has set
some aside for roof replacement
on our oldest building and some
for a reserve for our aging air
conditioners. We currently have
the balance in an LCEF account.
We have another account with
designated funds for our loan.
The intent is to add more money
from Redeemer to this mortgage
account.
Pastor’s support is a major portion of our budget. The FL/GA
LCMS minimum guidelines is for
&78.5K for salary and housing,
plus benefits that include
insurance, retirement and
mileage.
The last council/budget committee review found a number of

items that had been overlooked.
Our copier 2012 lease is up in a
couple of weeks and we have just
begun to look at its replacement.
We are still shopping for church
liability insurance.
We are still in need of a treasurer
and outreach chairman for next
year’s council. There are numerous
ministry boards that can use
volunteers.
Years ago I prayed for a second
service and God blessed us with the
Haitian ministry. Please pray for
Risen Savior’s ministry. I wish to
thank everyone on the council,
boards and all our numerous
volunteers for their efforts this last
year. May we have a joyous
Christmas.
PS it is likely we will resume singing
Christmas Carols at a nursing home

OUTREACH
It has been a good year for Outreach thanks to our supportive congregation! We moved to our new outreach room, put up new shelves and filled them with the goods to dispense. We have been helping with
SUDS for Love, which has been a blessing for them and for us. It has been heartwarming to help Vets in
the area and overseas active duty personnel. We hope to continue our efforts with both the area people
in need and the vets during 2018. We are still working on our website, but we have a good one that
should help keep the congregation and anyone who visits to see who we are, what we are about and any
activities we have in the future, Keep watching, we will keep it updated.
On a personal note, I want to thank the Outreach Committee and the Church Council for all their support
helping get Blessing Buckets off the ground and doing what we had envisioned for some time. It has
been a blessing working with you all, and although I will no longer be Outreach Chair next year, I will be
here to support you in any way I can.
Many Blessings to you all in the coming year.

Jan Lee

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SWAP
Yum Yum, who doesn’t like cookies? Especially Christmas cookies! The church will be having a
Christmas Cookie Share and Swap on Sunday, December 17, after the worship service. Bake your
favorite Christmas cookies and bring some to share and some to swap with others. It’s a chance not only
to eat lots of cookies, but to bring home some delicious cookies that you didn’t have to bake.

FALL FESTIVAL BAZAAR
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! to all who helped make our first Fall Festival Bazaar a $10,096.19 success. Thanks to all the “elves” who met every Tuesday for 10 months to make the items to sell. Thank
you to everyone who helped set up, worked, and cleaned up. Thanks to people who baked and cooked
and served dinner. You all worked so hard! It takes a lot of people and time to put on a three day affair.
I usually would not try to name individuals for fear of leaving someone out, but I don’t think anyone would
mind my singling out Troy Curtis who did all of the above! Troy is our new “Elf extraordinaire” Thank you
Troy for everything. Next month I will post a list showing which charities will receive donations.
Aggie Benzing
Tuesday crafters – If you would like to be a part of this adventure next year, we will start back on January
9. Come anytime from 9am to 3:30pm. We would love to have you join us for this very rewarding work.
Thursday night crafters – We will meet December 7 and 14 and then will start back on January 9, from
5pm to 8:30pm. Come anytime during those hours, we meet in room 6.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
We will decorate the church for Christmas on Friday, December 8, at 9 am. Please come and help if you
can.

THRIVENT MEMBERS we need you! Did you know that as a Thrivent member you are entitled to apply
for an Action Team twice a year and receive a $250 VISA gift card? This money can be used for different
ministries in the church. It is a simple process. For more information you can speak to anyone on the
Outreach Committee.

GODS PANTRY
Friday, December 6 at 6pm is the God’s Pantry Annual Christmas Party. There will be entertainment, food
and gifts. The congregation of Risen Savior is invited to attend.
Pat Gorsky

FOOD FOR THE POOR
During a brief visit south and opportunities to worship again at Risen Savior, we were reminded of the
horrific events of this past September when hurricanes and an earthquake affected millions living in the
southern United States, Mexico and the Caribbean Islands, especially Puerto Rico. At our home in
Barefoot Bay, shingles were lost and ceiling mold is obvious. But it’s only a gentle reminder of what may
be the worst natural damage to our area in our lifetime. Island countries inhabited for hundreds of years
are in some cases vacated and at this writing, plans are being made to bring many from Puerto Rico here
because at this late date water and electricity for so many are still not available.
Last spring members and friends of Risen Savior responded to an appeal I offered from Food for the Poor
to assist the impoverished living in many of these countries. With the damage from these storms that
need has only increased dramatically. I’m writing to ask you again to consider their plight and to
encourage you to respond specifically through Food for the Poor.
I deeply believe God has blessed us in this country with both freedom and affluence that we might make
a difference in His name for those who lack so much of what we have. One of the greatest sounds to a
person living in these impoverished areas is the sound of rain on their metal roof. It means they are
keeping dry. So many live in homes with partial or damaged roofing and huddle together in a corner on a
muddy dirt floor seeking to avoid the rain falling on them. In Haiti last June I witnessed hundreds of
shining metal roofs as we traveled through the countryside and saw these results from our rescue efforts
after the devastation of Hurricane Matthew brought upon Haitians in October of 2016. For five months
about 250 people lived in a cave after that hurricane until they were discovered. We are in the process of
building homes for them now that will withstand significant hurricane and earthquake devastation. A new
home can be built for what many of us pay to watch television in our homes.
Food for the Poor is among the largest international and relief ministries in our country, but more
significantly, it is the only one of these larger charities specifically focused on the countries that were
devastated. Our record for the 12 years that I have been a speaker for them has always been about 9596% efficiency. Last year $.96 out of every dollar given to Food for the Poor went to the poor. Being
large, focused and efficient enables us to do what many other charities that are spread more thinly over a
larger area cannot. If you are willing to donate to assist our work there, please use the envelopes at the
rear of the church so that our congregation will be recognized as well as you as the individual donor. Has
not God blessed us so richly that we might have the honor and benefit of being a blessing to others?
Thank you for your consideration. Bruce Rudolf

500th ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION
Eleven members of Risen Savior Lutheran church in Palm Bay wore their Reformation T-shirts to church
on Reformation Sunday. Many of these members, as well as some others had worn them a few
additional Sundays since April commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. One of the
Reformation T-shirts accompanied a member to Germany in late spring/early summer as a participant in
a trip that coincided with the cities and towns that Martin Luther was active in during the 15th and 16th
centuries.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
This month’s Spotlight is on Bob Schmidt.
Bob has been a member of Risen Savior for
about 10 years, holding several elected
positions. He is presently a Trustee.
Bob and his wife Tess spend the summer
months in Hooksett N.H. usually returning
in mid October.
Bob is a very likable person, and is always
ready to lend a helping hand to anyone that
has a need. I hope that you get to know Bob
and I think that you will find him to be a very
friendly person. Hint – watch out because
he is also a jokester, and is very good at it!

SUNDAY AM BIBLE STUDY
At 8:30AM each Sunday, Fellowship hall at Risen Savior Lutheran Church is apparently the
place to be. Coming by car as well as carpool, approximately 12 to 15 members show up to
listen and learn about the subject that Pastor Held has selected for that week. Usually a
certain book of the Bible has been selected for a 6 to 12 week study. Voluntary class
participation is by Bible passage readings. Class discussion between readings is always
interesting and everyone goes away with considerable new knowledge. We always have
room for more, so why not get out of bed about one hour earlier and join us. The class will
be glad to have you.

