A WORD FROM PASTOR GARY

Happy 2018! It seems we just deco-
rated for Advent and Christmas, and
now we’re past the holidays and em-
barking on a new year. Perhaps you

have lots of wonder and anticipation

about what this new year brings. | know

| do.

I’'m personally excited for myself and
what God has in store for me, and of
course, | have similar feelings about

what God is doing in and for Risen Sav-

ior. We saw many positive signs of
growth during 2017, not simply in at-
tendance, but also in what God was

doing among us. | look forward to those

Sunday School/Bible Class
8:30 AM

Worship Service

9:30 AM

Fellowship Following Service

To place a prayer request on the prayer chain,

or to be added to the chain, contact
Marguerite Medina at :
peggiedee2@gmail.com

Prayer for those with specific concerns is
available after service. Please come forward
to let us pray with you.

RISEN SAVIOR NEWS

JANUARY

2018

RISEN SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

LCMS

2220 PORT MALABAR BLVD.PALM BAY,

FL 32905

“CHANGING LIVES BY PROCLAIMING OUR RISEN SAVIOR"”

Office phone 321-984-8987

Web site: rslcms.org

E-mail: risensavior@rsicms.org

Pastor: Gary T. Held

trends and signs continuing. God, |
believe, is readying us for greater
tasks.

Every day God gives us new opportuni-

ties to serve Him by serving our
neighbor. | preached in one of last
month’s Advent Midweek services
that, while it's true we come together
for worship and fellowship and find
our Lord among us in our congrega-
tion, in another way we can also say
we “go out to meet him.” We go out
into the world to meet him because

that’s where he already is, moving and

working in lives and in places unseen.
It is insufficient to imagine that our
Lord is “in here,” with us, and not also
realize he is just as much “out there,”
making a difference, making himself
felt, whether or not we go out to meet
him and join him in the mission.

How should we think about this? Our

Lord is in among us, and we join in the

fellowship of his church precisely to
be in his presence, so how is he also
out in the world? And why meet him
“out there,” when we’re already meet-
ing him “in here?” There are three an-
swers.

First, he is not in his church and in
the world in exactly the same way.
In the church our Lord is present
by the means of grace, the
preached Word and holy Sacra-
ments. He is among us in church
to forgjve sins and enlighten
hearts. In the world he brings com-
fort to the hopeless and wounded,
and judgment upon the haughty
and merciless.

Secondly, he is recognized and
worshiped in the church; out in
the world, not so much. In the
world people need to be told
about a God who loves them. We
tell folks in church too, but the
odds are better they've heard it
before.

But the third part of the answer is
when we learn to see what our
Lord is doing in the world, and we
recoghize it even if others don't,
then we can join him in his work.
Happy New Year!



GOD’S PANTRY

Thank you for making our 6t Annual Volunteer Christmas Party a success. The set up crew headed by
Karen transformed the fellowship hall. The musical program by “4 ever changed” met with Hazel’s ap-
proval and of course we enjoyed watching her dance in front of the altar. The food was perhaps the best
we had. Beverly’s chicken wings were the first to go. We also had jerk turkey, bbq chicken, shrimp, meat-
balls, rice, noodles, mac and cheese, potato salad, deviled eggs, finger foods, sliced ham and rolls, salad,
pork and beans, pasta salad and all the goodies you can imagine. The desserts had to have their own
table. Thanks to all who worked on the food.

A high point of the evening was the gift table. We had small kitchen appliances, grill tools, stuffed ani-
mals and toys, jewelry, books; something for everyone. The clean-up crew deserves the MVP award as
always. | would also like to thank Ray and Kathy for representing the Pantry at the WESH2 food drive.

God is so good to us! This week we received an unexpected donation from the Risen Savior Bazaar
Group and for the second year Joy Lutheran is supporting us through their Thanksgiving offering and by
providing produce and sample size toiletries, and St. Paul is supporting us financially. Both Joy and St.
Paul also send volunteers all year long. We also have individuals who support us with monthly donations
and from time to time we get surprises from other individuals.

On behalf of our clients, a big thank you to all our donors. You make a difference in providing nutritional
food for so many. We thank God for your generosity.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

This month’s Spotlight is on Beverly Bowsher. Beverly is a transfer from The Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer in Melbourne. She is very active in the church, being on various
committees as well as being the financial secretary. Beverly is a regular attendee of Sun-
day AM Bible Study. She has a very outgoing personality and is always ready to engage in

a friendly conversation.




Decorating of the Church

Eight members of the congregation spent a few hours Friday morning tastefully
decorating the church for the Christmas season. Large wreaths were hung both outside
and inside the front of the church. A nativity scene welcomed worshipers as they entered
the sanctuary which contained the traditional decorated tree, pine branches and wreaths
along the side walls. Poinsettias will be added to the front of the church prior to
Christmas.
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2017 Bazaar Allocations

Seed 496.19
Quilters 100.00
Daughters of Ruth 100.00
Blessed Buckets 300.00
Bazaar Copying 200.00
$1,196.19
Godoés Pantry 300.00
Sharing Center 625.00
Habitat for Humanity 625.00
Daily Bread 625.00
Promise 625.00
Space Coast Volunteers in Medicine 625.00
National Veterans Homeless Support 625.00
Salvation Army 625.00
Suds of Love 625.00
Maegands Grant 200.00
$5,500.00
Lutheran World Relief 1525.00
Ministry in National Parks 100.00
Food for the Poor 300.00
Adopt a Student 675.00
Lutheran Bible Translators (Hilbert) 300.00
Heifer, International 300.00
Alaska Mission 200.00
$ 3.400.00

GRAND TOTALééécééééééceééececééeecééeééece. éeééeéeéée. . .$10,096.19



Welcome New Members;

On Sunday, 3 December, David & Candy Koshinski were welcome as new members at Risen Savior. They
transferred their membership from Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Melbourne. Dave & Candy have
been visitors on many occasions and are well known by a majority of the congregation. It is nice to wel-
come old friends as new members.

PRAYING GOD GIVES YOU A

Jear of Javor

FULL OF HIS UNENDING LOVE

May the fover of the Lord our God rest on us...
PSALM 90170




